


BUILDING SUCCESS WITH BEA'S STRONG NETWORK

The cover of this Annual Report features an embroidered tree peony in full bloom
on a fine piece of satin, accented by the tools for performing fine needlework.

In Chinese soclety, the tree peany symbolises a prosperows, auspicious and honourable
state. The flower brocaded on the satin well represents the achievements that
The Bank of East Asia has recorded in 2003.

Meedle, golden thread and thimble are indispensable tools for crafting a fine piece
of embroldery. Likewlise, our customers require strong and reliable support services
in order to help them achieve success. BEA provides the needed tools throughout
its extensive network in Hong Kong, China and overseas. We always stand by our
customers, for by serving our customers well, the Bank and its shareholders will
prosper.

BEA is well poised to benefit from the recovery of the economy. Staff will redouble
thelr commitment to serve customers with assurance and professionalism - the
same attributes that a highly skilled craftsperson brings to his task - and spare no
effort to assist customers to achleve thelr goals.
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