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Macrame, a classical oriental ornament, is chosen as the visual theme for this
year's Annual Report. In the traditional Chinese society, knots symobolise the
auspicious and the harmonious, and representing the forging of an alliance in
pursuit of a worthy cause. The knot on the front cover celebrates the new
corporate identity of The Bank of East Asia (BEA), highlighting our strong
Chinese roots and our worldwide experience. With the symmetry of the knot,
we emphasise the coherence arising from the integration of BEA, United Chinese
Bank and First Pacific Bank, matched our commitment to providing the very best
service to our customers.

The galloping horse in the background shows the competitive edge that BEA
enjoys, and our determination to excel in the Year of Horse as business
environment in Hong Kong gains momentum.
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