News Release #rfHifE & BEARIR1T

For Immediate Release

Hong Kong, 20 January 2004 - The Bank of East Asia, Limited (“BEA”) wishes
to draw the attention of its customers and the public to the fact that an Internet
website calling itself East Asia Credit and operating under the URLs
“www.eastasiacredit.com” and “eastasiacredit.com” has been re-established,
soliciting deposits online from individuals.

The BEA Group wishes to remind the public that this website has no affiliation
whatsoever with BEA, nor is the website associated with any of the Bank’s
employees or existing or former subsidiaries.

Members of the public are strongly advised to take the foregoing into
consideration in any dealings with the operators of the website.

The Bank has reported the existence of the website both to the police and to
the regulator, and will take any action that may be appropriate to protect the
good name and standing of The Bank of East Asia, Limited.

- End -
For press enquiries, please contact:
Mr Vincent Hui
Head of e-Distribution Department, BEA Tel: 3407 2018

The Bank of East Asia, Limited  s2aighif 450 il

10 Des Voeux Road Central, Hong Kong 5k Bladdiiin g -0

Telephone o6 (852) 2842 2200 Facsimile {907 (852) 2845 9333 Telex i{lh HX 73017
www_hkbea com



