News Release [HIfE & BEA R R

For Immediate Release

Clarification Announcement

Hong Kong, 15" December, 2008 — The Bank of East Asia (‘BEA”) wishes to clarify
that it has no any affiliation whatsoever with the rural bank, the Bank of East Asia
(also known as “Banco of East Asia”), which is based in Cebu City in the Philippines.
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For press enquiries, please contact:

Ms. Vera Lung

Head of Marketing & Communications Department, BEA
Tel.: (852) 3608 6500

Fax: (852) 3608 6178
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